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AUTHORITY TO CREATE THE PLAN
The City of South Haven Master Plan has been prepared by the City Planning Commission and
adopted by the South Haven City Council under the provisions of the Michigan Planning
Enabling Act, Public Act 33 of 2008, as amended. The Planning Act authorizes municipalities to
prepare and adopt a plan for the following purposes:
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

To promote the public health, safety, and general welfare;
To encourage the use of resources in accordance with their character and adaptability;
To avoid overcrowding of the land by buildings and people;
To lessen congestion on public roads and streets;
To facilitate a transportation system, sewage disposal, safe and adequate water supply,
recreation and other public improvements; and,
To consider the character and suitability of land for particular uses.

Although the Master Plan has no regulatory power, it states specific land development and
preservation goals. These goals are intended to guide both the Planning Commission and the
City Council in making both day-to-day and long-range land use decisions.
This Master Plan has been developed based upon several factors: the existing natural and
cultural resources of the City; current land use trends; the need for different types of land use
including commercial, industrial, institutional, and residential land uses; and the desired
community character as expressed through work sessions with local officials, neighborhood
workshops, a Central Business District workshop, design charrette for the Overton property, a
community-wide survey, and a community-wide open house.
The Michigan Planning Enabling Act requires that each community shall review its Master Plan
every five years, and determine whether the plan should be amended or a new plan adopted. The
City of South Haven has chosen to adopt a new Master Plan, which addresses land use policy for
at least the next five years, and at the end of that period the Plan should be reviewed to determine
whether its’ stated goals and policies need to be revised.
USE OF THE PLAN
The Master Plan is designed to furnish public officials, residents, and the development
community with a policy and decision making guide that represents the views and desires of the
citizens of the community. This plan will reflect and expand upon the Municipal Master Plan of
2011, which is replaced by this document.
The Master Plan serves as a tool for decision making by providing information and rationale for
land use decisions. The Master Plan does not contain a specific time frame or timetable for the
development of City lands as recommended on the Future Land Use Map. Development takes
place as land owners seek rezoning and as developers request approval of plans for residential,
commercial, and industrial projects in response to market demands.
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The Plan sets forth recommendations for types of land uses which may be established in the City,
and recommends locations for where these land uses are best suited, based upon availability of
roads, utilities, natural resources, recreation opportunities, and community services.
In particular, the Plan will assist local officials in the following:
▪

Review of rezonings and special use permits. Applications for rezonings and special use
permits should be evaluated not only in terms of specific ordinance standards but also in
terms of how well the proposed action will be consistent with the goals and objectives of the
Master Plan.

▪

Review of public improvement projects. All future public improvement projects, including
the construction of new facilities, utilities, or buildings must first be reviewed by the
Planning Commission for consistency with the Master Plan, according to PA 33 of 2008. In
particular, any public improvement project must be reviewed to see whether it is consistent
with the planned future land use pattern in the City. Public improvements projects include
roads, public safety facilities, parks and recreation facilities, utilities, and any other public
space, building, or structure.

▪

Review of plats and site condominiums. Site condominium divisions and traditional land
divisions have a profound impact upon the character of a community and future public
service needs. The Master Plan provides policies to assist the Planning Commission with
decisions as to location and design of subdivisions, and the adequacy of public services to
meet the increase in demand placed upon the community by the land use intensity of site
condominiums and platted subdivisions. Policies for subdivision of land apply not only to
residential land use, but to commercial and industrial land use as well. The Planning
Commission is required to hold a public hearing and make recommendations on a proposed
plat at the tentative preliminary plat step, according to the Michigan Planning Enabling Act.

▪

Maintaining community character while managing growth. Each community has a
vision for its future, and a sense for the desired character. The Master Plan, more than any
other document, provides direction for City officials in managing growth while retaining the
desired community character, and providing the best quality of life possible for current and
future residents.

▪

Providing a legal framework for zoning actions. The Michigan Zoning Enabling Act
requires that zoning regulations be “based upon a plan.” (MCL 125.3203) A City’s zoning
actions and regulations are generally viewed favorably by the courts provided that such
actions and regulations are not deemed to be “arbitrary and capricious.” By providing
adequate support for zoning decisions, the Master Plan therefore serves as the legal backbone
of the zoning ordinances and helps to protect zoning decisions made by the Planning
Commission, the City Council, and the Zoning Board of Appeals

▪

Providing consistency of process. This Plan is a very strong and visible statement by City
officials and residents regarding the intended future character of the community and
strategies to assure that character. As a formal and tangible document this Plan instills a
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sense of stability and direction for City officials, activities, and residents, and helps assure
that each application for development is reviewed according to the same set of criteria.

PREPARATION OF THE MASTER PLAN
Insert: Meetings with the Planning Commission/workshop information/public hearing dates
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CHAPTER 1
COMMUNITY DESCRIPTION
Location and Access
The City of South Haven is located on the shore of Lake Michigan in the northwest corner of
Van Buren County, approximately 45 miles north of the Michigan and Indiana state line. A
small portion of the City is within Allegan County to the north. The City is a major vacation
resort destination due its recreational assets, including harbors and Lake Michigan beaches,
which significantly increase the City’s population in the summer months.
The City consists of approximately 3.5 square miles and is bisected by the Black River, which
flows into Lake Michigan just north of Water Street. The City is adjacent to South Haven
Charter Township on the east and on the south, and is adjacent to Casco Township in Allegan
County to the north. The 2010 population as reported by the US Census Bureau was 4,403
persons.
Interstate highway 196 / US 31 traverse the east side of the City in a north-south direction with
an interchange at Phoenix Street. State of Michigan highways M-140 and M-43 also traverse the
City. County Road A-2, known as the Blue Star Highway, is a major corridor running north and
south through the eastern portions of the City.
Government and Services
The City of South Haven is a Council/Manager form of government. The City Council is
comprised of a Mayor and six council members, two from each of the three City wards. The
Mayor serves a two-year term of office and is elected as an at-large position. The Council
member terms are four years in length, and are staggered to make available one seat per ward
every two years.
The Council has policymaking and legislative authority, and appoints the City Manager, who is
charged with the administration of City business in accordance with Council decisions. The
manger has the authority to appoint and supervise all employees and is responsible for the
development of the annual budget.
In addition to a City Manager and City Clerk, the City employs a staff of approximately 79 fulltime employees, 14 part-time employees, and 25 seasonal employees. City Departments include
Assessing, Building Services, Communications, Economic Development, Finance, Human
Resources, Information Services, Public Safety, Public Works, and Utility Billing.
Utilities
The City of South Haven provides sanitary sewer, water and electric service to the all residences,
industries, and businesses within the City. These services are also provided to portions of
the surrounding Townships. Maps ________ delineate the boundaries of sanitary sewer, water,
and electric service areas as of 2017.
Sanitary Sewer - The City of South Haven owns and operates a sanitary sewer system that
serves the City and portions of the surrounding Townships. The service area is
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illustrated on Map _____. Capacity of the treatment plant is over 2.3 million gallons per day.
The system currently operates under its capacity at about 1.5 million gallons per day.
Water - The City of South Haven draws water from Lake Michigan and distributes it
through a City-owned system. Current water system capacity is over 4 million gallons per
day. The City delivers water at approximately half its capacity, which suggests sufficient
extra capacity is available for expanded industrial and residential development. The water
system service area is indicated on Map _____.
The water filtration plant is located just south of the mouth of the Black River. Water towers
are located in three locations around the City to provide pressure to aid in distribution during
periods when pumps are not running or power is in high demand. Water lines range from
eight inches to 18 inches in diameter.
South Haven Area Water-Sewer Authority – Resolution 2016-87, November 7, 2016
Electricity - The City of South Haven owns and operates a distribution system for electricity.
The City buys electric power wholesale from the Indiana Michigan Power Company, which
is a utility unit of American Electric Power. Rate changes are scheduled to take effect in the
year 2020. The Electric service area is shown on Map ______.
Emergency Services
A regional fire and ambulance agreement was approved by the City in 1995 which formally
created the South Haven Area Emergency Services (SHAES). This authority has jurisdiction in
the City of South Haven, South Haven Charter Township, Casco Township and Geneva
Township. The South Haven Area Emergency Services operates three stations equipped with
numerous pieces of firefighting apparatus, three ambulances, and a trailered fire boat. Station 3 is
located within the City of South Haven at 90 Blue Star Highway.
Both the police and fire departments operate with both full-time and part-time personnel. The
City of South Haven Police Department provides service within the City boundaries only.
Community Cultural Facilities
Map ____ illustrates the many community facilities which serve the City of South Haven.
Several significant facilities are described as follows.
The Michigan Maritime Museum is located at the riverfront facility at the foot of the Dyckman
bridge. Museum exhibits detail the history of maritime activities locally and in Michigan
including Native American traditions, commercial fishing, commercial shipping, passenger
steamship travel, boat building, the U.S. Life Saving Service, and the U.S. Coast Guard.
The Liberty Hyde Bailey Museum, located on Bailey Street, is a National Historical Site
commemorating the life and work of Dr. Liberty Hyde Bailey considered the Father of Modern
Horticulture. The museum offers exhibits and programs linking botany, horticulture,
environment and everyday life.
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The Historical Association of South Haven (HASH) promotes understanding and appreciation
of South Haven's history through programs and publications. It is located in the Hartman School
Building at 355 Hubbard Street. HASH completed the exterior restoration phase of the South
Haven lighthouse in 2016.
The South Haven Center for the Arts is dedicated to community enrichment through the Arts.
It is housed in the old Carnegie library building at 600 Phoenix Street. The center houses many
exhibits and shows in their building and a variety art fairs in the community.
Listiak Auditorium is located adjacent to the South Haven High School on Elkenburg Street
and is used for school and community theatrical activities.
Recreational Facilities
The City of South Haven and adjoining Townships offer a variety of recreational opportunities
and facilities. These include Lake Michigan beaches, boating and canoeing on the Black River,
camping, non-motorized trail use, riding stables, cultural facilities, ball fields, playgrounds, and
golf.
The City of South Haven maintains a variety of public parks including Monroe Playground Park,
Stanley Johnston Park, Elkenburg Park, Hubbard Park, Riverfront Park, and Black River Park
and Marina. The 2013-2017 South Haven Recreation Plan, which was prepared jointly with
South Haven Charter Township, South Haven Public Schools, and the South Haven Area
Recreation Authority (SHARA), contains a complete description of these parks as well as all
recreation facilities and programs. A description of several of the significant recreation facilities
follows.
South Haven has many public beaches or access sites. The North and South Beaches are the
largest and most frequently used.
North Beach - The City's North Beach located on the north side of the Black River channel has
over sixteen hundred lineal feet of Lake Michigan frontage with nearly ten acres of beach. The
beach has 98 parking spaces, play equipment, restrooms, a concession stand, and access to the
north pier.
South Beach - The South Beach is located directly on the south side of the Black River channel
directly across from the North Beach. It has over two thousand lineal feet of frontage on Lake
Michigan and approximately ten acres of beach. South Beach is the sole public beach on the
south side of the river. South Beach is adjacent to and connected to the central business district
by the City's Riverfront Park.
The play equipment located at South Beach meets National Playground Safety Institute
Standards. In 2012, the City finished many improvements to the South Beach which include
improved sidewalk access/connection from Erie Street to a beach promenade, a universally
accessible trail mat, painted crosswalks, accessible parking aisles and an extension to the existing
Harbor Walk.
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South Beach is the location of the South Pierhead Lighthouse. Established in 1903, this
lighthouse is still operational and has an original catwalk which is one of only four original
catwalks in the State of Michigan.
Public Access Points - The City has five Lake Michigan public access points on the north side of
the Black River. These access points are at Woodman Street, Dyckman Avenue, Oak Street, and
Newcome Street; Packard Park and Beach is located north of the Black River as well.
Public access points to Lake Michigan on the south side of the Black River are located at the
ends of Lake Court, Apache Court, Beaver Court, Chippewa Court, and Delaware Court. The
stairway at the Van Buren Overlook and Blue Stairs Beach also provide public access. Beach
access at Apache Court is difficult due to the absence of stairs and the presence of steep bluffs.
The lands abutting all of the access points on the south side are identified as high risk erosion
areas under Shorelands Protection and Management, Part 323 of the Natural Resources and
Environmental Protection Act, PA 451 of 1994 as amended.
South Haven Municipal Marinas - The four municipal marinas in South Haven are the Southside
Marina, Northside Marina, Black River Park Marina, and Museum Marina. These offer 223 boat
slips for seasonal or transient boaters plus 630 feet for side tie dockage, additional space for
boats up to sixty feet in length within finger piers, and accommodation for larger boats through
the use of the head dock.
Kal-Haven Trail - This is a 33-mile non-motorized trail located on a former railroad right-of-way
which connects the eastern outskirts of the City with the Kalamazoo area, and the countryside to
the northeast. The Kal-Haven Trailhead in the City is located on N. Bailey Avenue just north of
Wells Street. The trail provides the area with an excellent recreational facility for biking, hiking,
horseback riding, cross country skiing, and snowmobiling.
Van Buren Trail - This trail is a 13 mile stretch of former railroad from the City of South Haven
to the City of Hartford and will be linked to the Kal-Haven trail through the City of South
Haven. See Map ____ for trail locations.
Map ____ illustrates the location of all of the major community and recreational facilities in the
City of South Haven.
Transportation System
Street System
Map _____ illustrates the street system of the City of South Haven and abutting communities.
Two major highways influence circulation and development in the South Haven area. The first is
Interstate 196 (I-196), which is also US 31, located just east of the City running in a north and
south direction, with a portion (primarily the interchange) within the City limits. The
interchange at Phoenix Road is centrally located in the eastern portion of the City; a second
interchange is located at North Shore Drive north of the City; and a third interchange is located
at State Road 140 and 14th Avenue within South Haven Charter Township to the south.
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The second road of major influence is the Blue Star Highway. This is a County Primary road also
called County Road A-2 which is a boulevard four lane roadway traveling through the City north
to south parallel to I-196. The City of South Haven and the Van Buren County Road
Commission have plans to re-surface Blue Star Highway from Baseline Road to Phoenix and add
a five feet wide shoulder for bicyclists. A date for this project has not been determined.
Other major roads include: Business Loop I-196 within the City travels along Phoenix Street to
the west of the I-196 interchange then south along Broadway Street to Lagrange Street changing
to M-140 as this road enters South Haven Charter Township; Highway M-43 within the City is
also called Phillips Street where it intersects the Broadway / I-196 Business Loop going south,
changing to South Bailey Avenue, then changing to Highway M-43 once it enters South Haven
Charter Township.
Within the City limits, the Dyckman Avenue Bascule Bridge provides the only connection over
the Black River. The Blue Star Highway also crosses the Black River just north of East Wells
Street within South Haven Charter Township. The Blue Star Highway bridge re-construction
project begun in late 2016 will be completed in 2017.
Traffic Counts
The following traffic counts were provided by the Michigan Department of Transportation and
the Southwest Michigan Planning Commission. Where available yearly comparisons are shown.
All counts are expressed as Average Daily Traffic (ADT) volumes for two-way traffic.
Location

2007

1. Phoenix Street west of I-96
2. Phoenix Street west of Blue Star Hwy.

3,762

3. LaGrange Street(M-140) S. of Aylworth Ave.

2013

2015

14,840

19,900

9,551

10,000

7,326

5,700

4. M-43 N. of Blue Star Hwy.

6,000

5. M-43 S. of Blue Star Hwy.

8,400

South Haven Regional Airport
The South Haven Regional Airport Authority operates an airport approximately four miles
southeast of the City on State Road 140 and 28th Avenue. Funding is provided by the City and
other governmental units. The airport provides a passenger terminal and lounge, public
telephone, pilots lounge/snooze room and restrooms. Runways include a 4300 feet x 75 feet
paved runway and a 3275 feet x 90 feet turf runway. The facility also includes 13 hangers with
space for 45 airplanes, and 24 tie-down areas for the general public. The present membership of
the authority consists of the Cities of South Haven and Bangor, the Townships of Covert,
Geneva and South Haven in Van Buren County and Casco Township, Allegan County.
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The airport is operated year-round and its amenities include available fuel, a PAPI System
(Precision Approach Path Indicators), and a REIL System (Runway End Identifier Lights) for
instrument approach. There are no landing fees. The airport will be preparing an updated Airport
Layout Plan (ALP) in 2018.
Public and Private Transit
Van Buren Public Transit - The Van Buren County Public Transit has been providing public
transit service to the South Haven area since 1979. This service is a county-wide public
transportation system available to anyone any age who is capable of traveling. Two types of
transit services are provided: a Dial-a-Ride service which is demand response and requires the
passenger to schedule in advance the time and place of pickup; the second service available in
South Haven is Flex Route, also called a deviated route. Funding for Flex Route is supported by
a Senior Services Millage passed in 2014, which results in discounted fees for senior passengers.
The Flex Route service operates along a fixed route and keeps to a regular hourly schedule, but
the vehicle does deviate from the route to pick up or drop off passengers from other locations
along the route when prearranged through the scheduling office. The South Haven Metro Flex
Loop operates Monday through Friday from 9:00 AM until 5:00 PM. Saturday service starts at
10:00 AM and the last loop begins at 3:00 PM.
Amtrak - The Pere Marquette line connects Grand Rapids, Michigan to Chicago, Illinois making
a stop in Bangor, Michigan just 10 minutes outside of South Haven.
Bus Service- Indian Trails provides bus service from a building at 1210 Phoenix Street.
Natural Resources and Sensitive Environments
The identification of sensitive and valuable natural areas is important when evaluating
development proposals, and in determining preservation policies.
The primary natural features in and surrounding South Haven are Lake Michigan, the Black
River, and the bluffs along the Lake Michigan shoreline. A few scattered wetland areas and
minor tributaries of the Black River exist within the City.
A mature tree canopy exists in most areas of the City. Shrubs, grasses, and trees typical of the
dune complex exist in that area adjacent to the beaches.
The Michigan Department Environmental Quality (DEQ) has designated certain sections of the
Lake Michigan shoreline within the City of South Haven as High Risk Erosion Areas (HREA).
These are shore lands along Lake Michigan and the other Great Lakes and connecting waters
where erosion has been occurring at an average rate of one foot or more per year for a minimum
period of fifteen years.
Construction and substantial reconstruction proposed for these areas is subject to review for
conformance with HREA regulations contained in the City Zoning Ordinance which are based
on Part 323, Shorelands Protection and Management, of the Natural Resources and
Environmental Protection Act, Public Act 451 of 1994 (NREPA).
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The High-Risk Erosion Area regulations require that no principal structures be located between
the setback line and the ordinary high water mark. According to the City Zoning Ordinance the
South Haven HREA is comprised of two sub-areas designated as Area A-1 and Area A-2. Each
sub-area has a different minimum setback distance which is measured from the bluffline. The
bluffline is defined within the Zoning Ordinance as a crest of elevated segment of the shoreline,
or the line of continuous, perennial vegetation nearest the water.
The setback for new structures from the bluffline is dependent upon the erosion rate which is
calculated for two time periods; a 30-year erosion rate and a 60-year erosion rate. For Area A-1
the setback for the 30-year erosion rate is 85 feet and the setback for the 60-year erosion rate is
160 feet.
For Area A-2 the setback for the 30-year erosion rate is 155 feet while the setback is 295 feet for
the 60-year erosion rate. The 1994 DEQ designated HREAs in South Haven begin at the south
City limits and extend north to approximately Elkenburg Street.
Critical dune areas are located in South Haven Charter Township south of the City limits.
Barrier dune formations pursuant to 1976 PA 222 exist within Sections 21 and 28 of the
Township, and in Section 33 within Van Buren State Park. Construction within these sensitive
dunes is regulated by the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality. These dunes play a
major role in defining the physical character of the area and are an important local tourist
attraction for both the City and the Township.
The100 year flood plain along the Black River and other streams within the City has been
established by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) per the 2009 Flood
Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM). These maps which list the actual flood plain contour elevation
should be consulted prior to development of any parcels which are, or appear to be, in the 100year flood plain. The City Zoning Ordinance contains regulations for building within flood plain
areas.
Map _____ illustrates the Natural Resources and Sensitive Environments discussed in this
section.
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Adjacent Communities
Existing land use, existing zoning, and plans for future land use along borders that the City of
South Haven shares with neighboring communities may have an impact upon future land use
within the City. The following describes land use in Casco Township in Allegan County, and in
South Haven Charter Township.
Casco Township. Casco Township in Allegan County borders the City of South Haven on the
north side of Baseline Road. A portion of the City which contains Baseline Middle School
extends into Allegan County, as well as an area of attached residential condominiums located
north of Baseline Road extended, with frontage on Lake Michigan. Water and sewer extend
from the City of South Haven into this area.
The character of that portion of Casco Township that lies north of the City of South Haven is
similar to the character of the City in that it consists primarily of low density, single-family
residential development as well as both middle and elementary public school facilities.
Significant parcels of vacant land also exist in this area, as well as significant areas of wetlands.
The 2012 Casco Township Master Plan calls for Medium Density Residential (MDR) land use
for the area extending approximately ¼ mile from the Lake Michigan shoreline in that area
adjacent to the City of South Haven boundary. The MDR classification recommends residential
development may have up to six dwelling units per acre and would require public sanitary sewer.
It would permit a variety of moderately intense residential uses such as duplexes, townhouses or
condominiums, and manufactured home parks. Typically, they are not single-family detached
dwelling sites, though some combination of single family and condominium development may
be appropriate within the desired density limits.
Current zoning in that area of Casco Township is LDR, Low Density Residential, which requires
minimum lot sizes of 10,000 square feet with sanitary sewer, and 20,000 square feet without
sewer. Zoning in the adjacent land within the City consists of RM-1 Multiple -Family
Residential which permits single-family detached dwelling units, as well a broad range of
attached dwelling units with a minimum lot size of 8,712 square feet; and R-2 Residential which
permits single and two-family dwellings, on minimum lot sizes of 8,400 square feet, and
attached dwellings within a PUD (Planned Unit Development). Planned land uses in Casco
Township are compatible with current zoning in the City of South Haven.
The Casco Township Plan recommends High Density Residential (HDR) going east from the
area planned for MDR land uses, and surrounding the Middle School, with commercial land use
recommended for the area abutting Blue Star Highway, further east beyond the City boundary.
The HDR density of 10 dwelling units per acre is higher than the 5.2 units per acre allowed for
the R-2 residential zoning district within the City. The multi-family uses proposed for the
Township HDR area would not be entirely incompatible with the uses allowed in the City R-2
Zone which permits single family detached and attached units, as well as two family dwellings.
South Haven Charter Township. The South Haven Charter Township 2009 Master Plan
recommends High Density Residential (HDR) land use, which recommends single family
dwellings at a density of 4-6 units per acre, abutting the City limits south of Baseline Road to
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East Wells Street (2nd Avenue) and just south of East Wells Street. This planned land use is
compatible with the R-2 Residential and R1-B Single Family Residential zoning and permitted
land uses adjacent to this area within the City. Areas zoned for B-3 Waterfront Business within
the City in this area are located on the west side of the Blue Star Highway while uses planned for
HDR within the Township are located on the east side.
Near the I-196 Interchange at Phoenix Street, the South Haven Charter Township Master Plan
recommends Commercial/Industrial land use, which is compatible with the B-4 Major
Thoroughfare Business zoning which exists within the City limits. A manufactured housing
community also exists in this area within the Township. An exception to general compatibility
in this location is the area of R-1B Single-Family Residential just east of the Blue Star Highway,
in the City limits, which abuts both the HDR area to the north in the Township, and that area
planned for Commercial/Industrial in the Township.
Along the shared boundary general south of the I-196 Interchange at Phoenix Street, the
Township Master Plan recommends High Density Residential, Industrial, and Commercial land
uses in locations that are generally compatible with land uses and zoning within the City
boundaries, with some exceptions:
•

An area south of Aylworth Avenue west of Le Grange Street in the Township that is
planned for Commercial/Industrial use and Mixed Use and zoned Community Service
Commercial, abuts an R-1B Residential zoned land located in the City. The land in the
City is occupied by the vacant former Michigan National Guard Armory Building, now
owned by South Haven Public Schools; and vacant property is located just to the South of
the Armory. Consideration should be given to planning appropriate land uses and design
characteristics that are compatible with planned uses in the Township.

•

Coordination of land uses may be important in that area within the Township south of
Superior Street, east of Cherry Street, west of the Blue Star Highway, and north of South
Haven Place (6th Avenue), where the South Haven Charter Township Master Plan
recommends High Density Residential (HDR) land use, which may include attached
dwellings at a density of 4-6 units per acre. Current zoning in the Township is High
Density Residential and Mobile Home/Special Use Permit. (The South Haven Mobile
Home Park is located in this area.) Within the City, adjacent zoning is primarily R1-B
Single Family Residential, which consists primarily of single-family detached dwellings;
with the area to the south across South Haven Place zoned RM-1 Multiple-Family
Residential and existing of attached dwellings.

The 2009 South Haven Charter Township Master Plan calls for the existing residential
neighborhoods in the Township bordering the southern City limits adjacent to Lake Michigan to
continue to be developed as Medium Density Residential land use, which recommends densities
of 2-3 units per acre, which is a lesser density than that permitted by the adjacent R-1B SingleFamily Residential zoning existing in the City, which permits minimum lot sizes of 8,400 square
feet, which is approximately 5.1 units per acre.
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Further detailed analysis of land uses that are recommended along common boundaries with both
Casco Township and South Haven Charter Township will be provided in the Future Land Use
portion of the City of South Haven Master Plan.
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